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Synopsis

The traditional approach to diagnosis of virus infectians by isolation of the causative virus is usually
both slow and expensive. More recently, the emphasis has been on the direct detection of viruses
or viral antigens in clinical specimens. This can be done using established techniques such as
immunofluorescence or electron microscopy, or by newly developed biochemical methods. The
purpose of this meeting was to review these and other developments in the laboratory diagnosis of
virus infections. We would like to thank all those who contributed to the success of this meeting. In
particular, we are grateful to the CEC for financial sponsorship, to Professor C. Dow, Director of the
Veterinary Research Laboratories, for help in organising the meeting, and to Miss B. Hamilton for
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